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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is responsive to communication received 10/14/2003 - 
application papers filed; Priority papers received, IDS. 

Claims 1-10 are pending. 

Following is an action on the MERITS: 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 


A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Phelan. As to claim 1 , Phelan includes a top and bottom along with a 
striking portion and at least one indicative means (line 38a) for alignment. As to claim 
3, note the alignment of the ball and the scribe line, as shown in Figure 3. As to claim 4, 
the scribe line (38a) is lined up parallel with the intended stroke path. As to claim 5, 
here again, the scribe line is the indicative means. As to claim 7, at least one line is 
shown. As to claim 8, the line (38a) forms a pattern, the pattern being straight. As to 
claim 9, Figure 1, 4, 5 and 6 show at least three faces. In Figures 3 and 5, one can see 
that the opening in the head accommodates a golf ball. 
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Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bandiero in view of Jazdzyk, Taylor and Condon. The patent to Bandiero differs from 
the claimed invention in that Bandiero lacks indicative means in the form of at least one 
line, two parallel lines, or a pattern. The teaching references to Jazdzyk, Taylor and 
Condon each show it to be old in the art to provide plural, spaced parallel lines to help a 
golfer align the putter with a golf ball at address. See Figure 1 in Taylor. Note lines (16) 
in Condon. Observe lines (82) in Jazdzyk. In view of the teachings to Jazdzyk, Taylor 
and Condon, it would have been obvious to modify the device in the cited art reference 
to Bandiero by including indicative means on the top surface for accentuating the 
alignment characteristics of the putter head. For example, it would have been obvious to 
have painted or otherwise have provided indicia on the upper surface (60) or on each of 
the depending legs (70, 72) in Bandiero. As for the remaining limitations in the claims, 
and with respect to claims 1, 2, 9 and 10, note that Bandiero is a D-style putter, as 
defined by the applicant. Note col. 8, lines 48-65, wherein Bandiero details that an 
accurate putt will result in the golf ball contacting the rear wall, while an inaccurate putt 
will send a struck golf ball towards one of the left or right side walls of the head. 
Applicant’s attention is further directed to Figure 2, showing an arrangement in which 
the golf ball is intended to enter the cavity provided by the top of the head, the rear wall 
and the sidewalls. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Costello (‘820) and Costello (766) show golf appliances that may 
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trap golf balls. See Figure 3 in Koumarianos. See Figure 2 in Csernits. Note Figure 5 
in Mills. See Figure 5 in Becker. Note Figure 2 in Kepler. Observe Figure 5 in Maxwell. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sebastiano Passaniti whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4413. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (6:30-3:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Greg Vidovich can be reached on 571-272-4415. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


,/Sebastiano Passaniti 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3711 


S.Passaniti/sp 
April 29, 2005 



